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s  I s it h e re  at m y com pute r to w rite  m y m onth ly introduction to PCLinuxO S Magazine , our favorite  distro 
is  h aving to de al w ith  s e ve ral proble m s . First, appare ntly th e  popularity of PCLinuxO S h as  re sulte d in 
our forum  h ost suffe ring too h igh  a load on th e ir re source s  and th e y h ave  tak e n dow n our s ite . Se cond, 
PCLinuxO S's  m ain re pos itory, Ibiblio suffe re d a m ajor h ardw are  failure , and alm ost all th e  Linux distros 

(and pe rh aps oth e r th ings th e y h andle d as w e ll) w e re  lost.

Th e  PCLinuxO S Com m unity h as  re sponde d in am azing fas h ion. Alm ost im m e diate ly, a te m porary h e lp forum  
(h ttp://pclossupport.forum sland.com /) w as e stablis h e d, and s h ortly th e re afte r th e  donations from  conce rne d 
PCLinuxO S us e rs  be gan pouring in. Many of th e  pe ople  w h o poste d th e re  h ave  offe re d s e rve r space  and oth e r 
support. Th e  m ods and m e m be rs  h ave  be e n providing ongoing h e lp w ith  proble m s .

Spe ak ing of proble m s ... Th e re  h ave  be e n th os e  out th e re  th at w ante d to us e  our m isfortune  to claim  th at 
PCLinuxO S is  de ad. Th e  ne w s  of PCLinuxO S's  de m is e  h as  be e n gre atly e xagge rate d. Th e  distro is  h e alth y, 
de ve lopm e nt continue s  apace  on TR4, and Final w ill arrive  soon afte r. Te x and th e  gang are  h ard at w ork , 
addre s s ing both  th e  h osting proble m  and th e  drive  to Final.

So don't de spair. Th ings w ill ge t be tte r. W ith  th is  distro, th at is  w h at w e  h ave  com e  to e xpe ct, and I k now  Te x and 
th e  Rippe rs  w ill not le t us dow n.

O rdinarily, I'd tak e  space  h e re  to te ll you about th e  article s in th is  is sue . Th e re  are  a bunch  of good one s  th is  
m onth . Explore  and e njoy.

Th at said, I'd lik e  to as k  e ve ry PCLOS m agazine  re ade r to tak e  tim e  righ t now  and s e nd a donation to Te x. You can 
m ak e  a donation via th e  Am azon H onor syste m  to h e lp our curre nt proble m s .

If you do not alre ady h ave  PASS acce s s , don't forge t to click  th e  link  to pass  your de tails th rough  to th e  re cipie nt, 
e lse  Te x w on't k now  about your donation and w on't be  able  to s e nd PASS acce s s  de tails to you.

h ttp://w w w .am azon.com /paypage /P213461NKM3JQ4

For th os e  th at do not alre ady k now , PASS is  th e  s e rve r w h e re  update d pack age s  appe ar first be fore  going onto th e  
public s e rve rs , and w h e re  only donors ge t acce s s . It's  a sm all re w ard for th os e  th at contribute  de ve lopm e nt funds . 

Th at's  apart from  th e  w arm  fuzzy fe e ling you ge t for h aving h e lpe d!

And if our m ain forum  is  up and functioning by th e  tim e  you re ad th is , donate  anyw ay. Do it now !

Tim  Robinson
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PCLinuxOS 2007 Te st Rele ase  4 is now  
available  for dow nload

Te x and th e  Rippe r gang are  ple ase d to announce  th e  re le ase  of 
th e  fourth  and final te st re le ase  of PCLinuxOS 2007! 

Re le ase  note s: Th is  te st re le as e  include s  update d k e rne l 2.6.18.8 w h ich  w e  h ope  w ill 
addre s s  som e  boot h ang is sue s  e xpe rie nce d w ith  a fe w  of our us e rs , update d h al/ude v for 
be tte r pe riph e ral h andling, Java update s , update d KDE 3.5.6 de s k top optim ize d for spe e d, 
O pe n O ffice  2.2.0, ne w  Nvidia and ATI proprie tary rpm s in our te sting re pos itory (not on 
live cd) w ith  s e lf configuration scripts (ne e ds  te sting), late st Be ryl 3D, bug fixe s  and m any 
m any update d pack age s . Additional softw are  not include d on our Live CD is  available  afte r 
install th rough  our apt-ge t Synaptic Softw are  Manage r."

Disclaim e r: Th is  is  e xpe rim e ntal softw are . Us e  at your ow n ris k . PCLinuxO S/Te xstar cannot be  
h e ld liable  unde r any circum stance s  for dam age  to h ardw are  or softw are , lost data, or oth e r 
dire ct or indire ct dam age  re sulting from  th e  us e  of th is  softw are . If you do not agre e  to th e s e  
te rm s and conditions , you are  not pe rm itte d to us e  or furth e r distribute  th is  softw are .

Th e  ISO  (pclinuxos -TR4.iso) can be  dow nloade d from  th e  follow ing m irrors (as  of April 29 th ):

h ttp://ftp.nl.fre e bsd.org/os/Linux/distr/te xstar/pclinuxos/live -cd/e nglis h /pre vie w /
h ttp://w w w.gtlib.gate ch .e du/pub/m e talab/distributions/te xstar/pclinuxos/live -
cd/e nglis h /pre vie w /
h ttp://ftp.h e ane t.ie /pub/pclinuxos/live -cd/e nglis h /pre vie w /
ftp://ftp.be lne t.be /pub/m irror/pclinuxonline .com /live -cd/e nglis h /pre vie w /
h ttp://ftp.s h .cvut.cz/MIRRORS/pclinuxos/live -cd/e nglis h /pre vie w /
h ttp://de bian.e th z.ch /m irror/pclinuxos/live -cd/e nglis h /pre vie w /
h ttp://m irrors .lastdot.org:1280/pclos/live -cd/e nglis h /pre vie w /
ftp://rm .m irror.garr.it/m irrors/pclinuxos/live -cd/e nglis h /pre vie w /
h ttp://spout.us sg.indiana.e du/linux/pclinuxos/pclinuxos/live -cd/e nglis h /pre vie w /
h ttp://gnuste p.e th z.ch /m irror/pclinuxos/live -cd/e nglis h /pre vie w /

Ple ase  ch e ck  th e  dow nloads s e ction for any additional m irrors afte r th e  re le as e  date  of th e  
m agazine , and if at all poss ible , dow nload from  som e w h e re  e lse  be s ide s  ibiblio. W e  are  re ally 
taxing th e m  h ard :) 

http://www.pclinuxos.com/forums/
http://www.mypclinuxos.com
http://www.mypclinuxos.com/
mailto://mag@mypclinuxos.com/
http://www.pclinuxos.com
http://ftp.nl.freebsd.org/os/Linux/distr/texstar/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview/
http://www.gtlib.gatech.edu/pub/metalab/distributions/texstar/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview/
http://www.gtlib.gatech.edu/pub/metalab/distributions/texstar/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview/
http://ftp.heanet.ie/pub/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview/
ftp://ftp.belnet.be/pub/mirror/pclinuxonline.com/live-cd/english/preview/
http://ftp.sh.cvut.cz/MIRRORS/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview/
http://debian.ethz.ch/mirror/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview/
http://mirrors.lastdot.org:1280/pclos/live-cd/english/preview/
ftp://rm.mirror.garr.it/mirrors/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview
http://spout.ussg.indiana.edu/linux/pclinuxos/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview/
http://gnustep.ethz.ch/mirror/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview/
http://www.pclinuxos.com/index.php?option=com_ionfiles&Itemid=28


Official: Top Te n 
Re asons for Using Linux
by Ne ptune  - Ch ie f Statistician, NIASJ

e  at th e  Ne ptune  Institute  for Advance d Statistical Jabbe rw ock y (NIASJ) h ave  e xh austive ly com pile d 
th e  re sults of poll afte r poll pe rtaining to th e  re asons th at pe ople  ch oose  to use  Linux. W e  be lie ve  
th is is th e  m ost com pre h e nsive  w ork  on th e  subje ct to date , and are  ple ase d to pre se nt th e  re sults.

W h ile  th e re  w e re  fe w  surprise s , th e re  w e re  a couple  of anom alous re sults th at w e  fe e l m e rit furth e r 
study, pre fe rably w ith  th e  aid of a large  gove rnm e nt grant. W ith out furth e r ado, h e re  are  th e  top te n re asons give n 
for using Linux, in asce nding orde r.

10 ) Be cause ... I h ave  a se rious fe tis h  for Antarctic w ate rfow l.
9  ) Be cause ... It's th e  only OS th at w ill le t m e  play m y out-of-re gion DVD of 'Jane t Re no's Top Forty Dance  Move s' 
(fe aturing th e  Macare na)
8 ) Be cause ... I w as m ole ste d by W indow s as a ch ild.
7 ) Be cause ... I can install it on m y food proce ssor.
6 ) Be cause ... I th ink  "Ke rne l H ack e r" w ould be  a gre at nam e  for a rock  band.
5 ) Be cause ... Re booting give s m e  a strange  pain in m y le ft e lbow .
4 ) Be cause ... I lik e  to confuse  th e  snot out of m y ISP's te ch nicians w h e n th e y m ak e  a se rvice  call.
3 ) Be cause ... Th ose  Mac ads are  starting to cre e p m e  out.
2 ) Be cause ... Rich ard Stallm an h aunts m y dre am s.
1 ) Be cause ... Th at Linus guy is such  a total h unk .

W e  at th e  NIASJ h ave  de te rm ine d th at th e se  re sults h ave  a confide nce  factor of 9 8.6 de gre e s Fah re nh e it, be cause , 
as far as w e  can te ll, th at is m ost lik e ly th e  body te m pe rature  of Pam e la Ande rson.

Furth e r confide nce  is le nt to th e  re sults by confirm ing th at our num be rs, w h e n conve rte d to appropriate  units of 
m e asure , th e n divide d by 3.14159 26536, invariably gave  th e  diam e te r of a num be r of tasty round foods, ranging 
from  donuts to pizza. Re gards.

W



KDE Use r's Guide , Part 2
Th is  guide  h as  be e n m odifie d by Papaw oob to re fle ct th e  Linux distribution of PCLinuxO S 2007.

Publish e d by
th e  Unite d Nations De ve lopm e nt Program m e 's
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Kuala Lum pur, Malaysia
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Ch apte r 2: Using th e  De sk top

Basic De sk top Custom ization

Th e  de s k top can be  custom ize d to your pre fe re nce s and taste s in a 
varie ty of w ays. H e re  w e  w ill e xplore  som e  basic custom izations. More  
de tails can be  obtaine d by click ing on th e  Main Me nu and th e n on More  
Applications, Docum e ntation, and th e n KDE H e lp Ce nte r. Afte r th e  KDE 
H e lp Ce nte r ope ns ch oose  KDE Use r Manual and scroll dow n to "III. Kde  
Com pone nts."

De sk top Back ground

Th e  back ground im age  displaye d on th e  de s k top can be  ch ange d by Righ t Click  Me nu



running th e  Back ground application. Just righ t-click  on th e  de s k top and se le ct ̈ Configure  De sk top.¨

Afte r 
click ing on 
C̈onfigure  

De sk top  ̈
you w ill se e  
a dialog box 
th at look s 
lik e  th e  
scre e nsh ot 
on th e  righ t:

To ch ange  
th e  
back ground 
im age , click  
on th e  
Back ground 
tab on th e  
le ft. Ne xt, 
click  on th e  
P̈icture  ̈

im age  
se le ctor 
dialog. 
Ch oose  an 
im age  from  
th e  dialog. 
As you se le ct e ach  im age , a th um bnail (sm all picture ) w ill be  displaye d in th e  m onitor to th e  righ t of your se le ction.

If you w ant to ch oose  an im age  from  anoth e r dire ctory, click  th e  Brow se  button. Th e  Brow se  button is locate d to 
th e  righ t of th e  ̈ Picture  ̈im age  se le ctor dialog and look s lik e  a file  folde r. W h e n you h ave  ch ose n an im age , click  
on ̈ Apply  ̈and th e n click  ̈ OK.¨

Configure  - KD e s k top



De sk top Be h avior

Our ne xt option in th e  Configure -KDe sk top w indow  is  ̈ Be h avior .̈ Th e  ̈ Ge ne ral̈ tab allow s you to se le ct w h e th e r 
or not to display icons on your de s k top. Th e  tw o tabs 'File  Icons' and 'De vice  Icons' allow  you to be  spe cific about 
w h at icons are  displaye d. Th e  'Ge ne ral' tab also allow s you to se tup w h at e ach  of your m ouse  buttons do w h e n th e y 
are  click e d. You can also ch oose  if you w ould lik e  your Me nu bar at th e  top of your scre e n and if so, w h at style .

Multiple  De sk tops

Th e  ̈ Multiple  De sk top  ̈tab allow s you to incre ase  or de cre ase  th e  num be r of virtual de sk tops th at are  available  in 
your task bar. To ch ange  th e  num be r of de sk tops, you can use  e ith e r th e  ̈ slide r  ̈or th e  up and dow n arrow s locate d 
to th e  righ t of th e  slide r. Each  tim e  th e  num be r incre ase s (or de cre ase s) you w ill add (or subtract) a virtual de sk top.

Scre e n Save rs

Th e  ne xt configuration option in th e  ̈ Configure  - Kde sk top  ̈dialog w indow  w ill le t us se tup our scre e n save r. 
Ch oose  th is option by click ing on th e  ̈ Scre e n Save r  ̈tab locate d on th e  le ft side  of th e  dialog w indow .

Th e  first th ing you w ill notice  w ill be  a long list of diffe re nt type s of scre e n save rs. If you click  on th e  little  ̈ +  ̈s ign 
ne xt to any of th e se  it w ill sh ow  anoth e r list of th at particular type  of scre e n save r.

Th e re  are  far too m any type s to cove r in th is h ow -to so you w ill h ave  to e xpe rim e nt and look  at th e m  until you find 
one  th at you lik e . Th is w indow  w ork s just lik e  th e  back ground w indow  did. Click  on a scre e n save r and a th um bnail 
(sm all picture ) w ill be  displaye d in th e  m onitor to th e  righ t of your se le ction.

You w ill also notice  a ̈ Se tup...  ̈button and a ̈ Te sẗ  button be low  th e  list of scre e n save rs. Som e  scre e n save rs 
acce pt e xtra inform ation so th at you can m ak e  th e m  w ork  e xactly as you w is h , w h ich  is w h at you w ould use  th e  
S̈e tup...  ̈button for. Th e  ̈ Te sẗ  button w ill bring up th e  scre e n save r in full scre e n m ode  so th at you can se e  w h at 

it w ill look  lik e  w h e n it starts.

Th e re  are  tw o oth e r options in th is w indow . Th e  first is w h e th e r or not you w ant to h ave  th e  scre e n save r start 
autom atically, and if so, h ow  long afte r th e re  is no activity. Sim ply use  th e  up and dow n arrow s to se t th e  num be r of 
m inute s.

Th e  se cond option allow s th e  scre e n save r to e ffe ctive ly ̈ lock  ̈your de s k top. To unlock  th e  scre e n save r you w ill 
h ave  to e nte r your passw ord into th e  box th at w ill pop up w h e n you try to go back  to your de s k top.



Th e re  also is an ̈ Advance d Options  ̈button unde r th e  m onitor 
w h e re  your th um bnails are  displaye d. It allow s you to start your 
scre e n save r by m oving your m ouse  into a particular corne r and 
le aving it th e re .

For th at figure  to ope rate , you m ust se t th e  scre e n save r to activate  
autom atically, and m ust se le ct a corne r and th e  de s ire d action. If you 
w is h  th e  action to be  ̈ lock  scre e n  ̈th e n you m ust also se le ct 
r̈e q uire  passw ord.  ̈

Display

Th e  last ite m  in th e  ̈ Configure  - Kde sk top  ̈le ft pane  is  ̈ Display .̈ 
Th e re  are  th re e  tabs in th is w indow : Size  &  Orie ntation, Monitor 
Gam m a, and Pow e r Control. W e  w ill only e xplore  th e  ̈ Size  &  
Orie ntation  ̈and ̈ Pow e r Control̈ tabs.

Th e  only th ing on th is tab, th at is of inte re st to th is h ow -to, is 
S̈cre e n s ize  ̈(re solution). Th is adjusts th e  s ize  of e ve ryth ing on 

your de s k top including th e  icons, fonts, task bar, e tc.

Th e  KDE de sk top w ill de fault th is se tting to th e  large st re solution 
th at your m onitor can h andle . In th e  scre e nsh ot be low  you w ill se e  
th at m ine  is se t to 1280x1024. If you click  on th e  arrow  ne xt to th is 
se tting you w ill se e  a list of re solutions th at are  available  for your 
m onitor. Th e  sm alle r th e  num be r, th e  large r e ve ryth ing w ill appe ar. 

Ch oose  one  and th e n click  ̈ Apply.  ̈Th e  de s k top w ill go blank  for a m om e nt and th e n you w ill se e  your de s k top in 
th e  ne w  re solution w ith  a dialog box ask ing w h e th e r or not you w ant to acce pt th is ne w  re solution. If you w ant to 
acce pt it th e n use  your m ouse  to click  on th e  acce pt button. (Note : Do not try th is if you are  running any 3D 
e ffe cts.)

If you w ould lik e  to h ave  th is as your de fault re solution w h e n you start Kde , th e n click  on th e  box ne xt to ̈ Apply 
se ttings on Kde  startup.¨

Advance d O ptions



De sk top Th e m e s

Th e  de s k top th e m e  spe cifie s th e  visual appe arance  of th e  pane ls, apple ts, and w indow s by com bining se ttings for 
th e  back ground, colors, w indow  style , icons, fonts, and scre e n save r. Th e  de s k top th e m e  m ay also spe cify th e  
appe arance  of inte rface  ite m s in applications. For e xam ple , th e  th e m e  affe cts th e  appe arance  of buttons, scrollbars, 
ch e ck  boxe s, and so on in th e  applications.

Th e  th e m e  use d by th e  De sk top can be  ch ange d by running th e  Th e m e  m anage r from  th e  Me nu.

Me nu >  Syste m  >  Configuration >  KDE >  Syste m  Adm inistration >  Th e m e  Manage r

A th e m e  se le ctor dialog w indow  
is displaye d. Th e  scre e nsh oton 
th e  righ t sh ow s a sam ple  of som e  
of th e  th e m e s w h ich  m ay be  
available . Note  th at th e  actual 
th e m e s available  can vary from  
syste m  to syste m .

As you can se e  in th e  Th e m e  
Manage r scre e nsh ot, you w ill 
find a list of available  th e m e s in 
th e  uppe r le ft h and corne r. To 
ch oose  a th e m e  just click  on one  
and th e n click  on th e  "Install 
Ne w  Th e m e " button. If th e  ne w  
th e m e  doe s not suit your fancy 
th e n try anoth e r, and anoth e r, 
and anoth e r, until you find one  
th at you lik e .

Now , it is possible  th at you do not 
find any of th e  de fault th e m e s to 
your lik ing. H ave  no fe ar! Th e  
"Ge t ne w  th e m e s..." link  in th e  
uppe r righ t h and corne r w ill 

Th e m e  Manage r



transport you to h ttp://w w w .k de -look .org/ w h e re  you w ill find lite rally h undre ds of oth e r th e m e s. It w ill also be  your 
source  for just about any form  of e ye candy th at you w ill e ve r ne e d for your KDE de sk top.

Be fore  w e  m ove  on, m ak e  note  of th e  s ix tabs th at are  locate d along th e  bottom  of th e  Th e m e  Manage r w indow . W e  
pre viously cove re d Back grounds and Scre e n save rs in Part 1. Click ing on e ith e r of th e se  tabs w ill bring you to 
w indow s th at you are  fam iliar w ith  alre ady. Th e  oth e r four tabs (Fonts, Style , Icons, and Colors) are  w h at w e  w ill be  
cove ring in th e  follow ing paragraph s.

It is also possible  to se t/ch ange  th e m e s by going to th e  KDE Control Ce nte r. 

De fault Fonts

Th e  de fault fonts use d to display 
applications and th e  de s k top 
back ground can be  ch ange d by 
running th e  Fonts application 
from  th e  KDE Th e m e  Manage r or 
by using th e  m e nu.

Me nu >  Syste m  >  Configuration 
>  KDE >  Fonts

A se le ctor dialog for th e  
application, w indow  title , dialog 
and te rm inal fonts are  displaye d 
as se e n on th e  le ft scre e nsh ot:

To ch ange  th e  font for e ach  
cate gory of usage , click  on th e  
"Ch oose " button to th e  righ t of 
e ach  space  listing th e  font. Th is 
w ill bring up a ne w  dialog 
w indow  w h e re  you w ill be  able  to 
ch oose  diffe re nt fonts and se e  
w h at th e y w ill look  lik e  be fore  
de ciding w h ich  one  you w ant.Fonts W indow

http://www.kde-look.org/


As you m ak e  your ch oice s of Font, Font style , and size , You w ill se e  th e  e ffe cts of e ach  of your ch oice s in th e  box at 
th e  bottom  of th e  w indow . Once  you h ave  found th e  righ t com bination, click  on th e  "OK" button.

Style

Th e  Style  tool is use d to 
custom ize  th e  appe arance  of 
m e nus, m e nubars, and toolbars. 
Again th is can be  run from  th e  
KDE Th e m e  Manage r or by using 
th e  m e nu.

Me nu >  Syste m  >  Configuration 
>  KDE >  Style

As you can se e  in th e  scre e nsh ot 
on th e  righ t, th e  Style  w indow  
give s you th re e  tabs, Style , 
Effe cts, and Toolbar. Th e  gre ate st 
e ffe ct cre ate d by th e se  th re e  tabs 
w ill be  w ith  th e  "W idge t Style " 
part of th is w indow . Expe rim e nt 
on e ach  of th e  se ttings to find th e  
one s you pre fe r.

Icons

Th e  Icon th e m e  w indow  offe rs 
you m any ch oice s.

Go ah e ad and ch oose  an icon th e m e  by click ing on any of th e  liste d th e m e s. Pay atte ntion to th e  th re e  icons locate d 
above  your th e m e  list. As you click  on e ach  th e m e  you w ill notice  th e se  icons ch ange  to sh ow  you h ow  th e y w ill 
look  on your de s k top. W h e n you find one  th at you lik e , click  on th e  "Install Ne w  Th e m e " button.

Th e  "Advance d" tab offe rs you th e  ability to se t e ffe cts for your De fault, Active , and Disable d icons. You can also 
ch oose  to anim ate  your icons and ch ange  th e  pixe l size . Now  w e  can m ove  onto Colors.

Style  D ialog W indow



Colors

Th e  Colors Dialog w indow  give s 
you m any ch oice s of color th e m e s 
to ch oose  from .

As w e  saw  w ith  th e  Icon w indow  
on th e  le ft, you can again se e  th e  
e ffe cts of your ch oice s at th e  top 
of th e  w indow . W h e n you find th e  
one  you w ant, click  on th e  "Save  
Sch e m e ..." button.

Exe rcise s

Expe rim e nt w ith  e ach  of th e  
follow ing de sk top pre fe re nce s:

Th e m e s
Fonts
Style s
Icons
Colors

Using th e  De sk top

Th e  De sk top provide s a use ful m e taph or for a m ode rn office  w ork  e nvironm e nt.  So on th e  De sk top w e  find th at th e  
applications th at w e  w ant to run can e asily be  starte d or launch e d and th e  inform ation and data th at w e  ne e d can 
e asily be  locate d.

Running Applications

Applications th at w e  can run from  th e  De sk top are  to be  found e ith e r from  th e  Main Me nu (and sub-m e nus 
th e re in), or as icons on th e  Pane l and th e  De sk top itse lf.

Colors D ialog W indow



To run an application from  th e  Main Me nu, ope n up th e  m e nu (or sub-m e nu) and click  on th e  application liste d in 
th e  m e nu bar.

To run an application from  th e  Pane l, click  once  on th e  icon re pre se nting th e  application.

To run an application from  th e  De sk top itse lf, double -click  on th e  icon re pre se nting th e  application.

Som e tim e s it is m ore  h andy to h ave  an application as an icon on th e  Pane l or De sk top w h e re  you can launch  it 
m ore  e asily by just click ing on it, rath e r th an in th e  Main Me nu, e spe cially if it is burie d de e p w ith in se ve ral sub-
m e nus. To ach ie ve  th is , ope n th e  Main Me nu and se le ct th e  application ite m  liste d in it by click ing w ith  th e  righ t 
m ouse  button. Click  on th e  "Add Ite m  to Main Pane l" and a copy of th e  application icon w ill be  place d on th e  Pane l.

To m ak e  a link  of th e  application on th e  De sk top, click  w ith  th e  righ t m ouse  button, and se le ct "Add Ite m  to 
De sk top" and th e  application icon w ill be  place d on th e  th e  De sk top.

To de le te  an application icon from  th e  Pane l, righ t-click  on it and se le ct th e  "Re m ove  [Application] Button" option.

To de le te  an application icon from  th e  De sk top, righ t-click  on it and se le ct th e  "Move  to Trash " option.

Th e  Panel

Th e  Pane l h ouse s m any use ful utilitie s calle d apple ts. Apple ts are  sm all applications th at run on th e  Pane l. As 
discusse d in Ch apte r One , by de fault, th e  task bar and th e  w ork space  sw itch e r apple ts are  place d and run on th e  
Pane l. Oth e r use ful apple ts th at m ay be  place d on th e  Pane l include :

clock
dictionary
volum e  control
pre fe rre d applications

Placing an Applet on th e  Panel

To place  an apple t on th e  Pane l, m ove  th e  m ouse  ove r to an e m pty space  on th e  Pane l and righ t-click  it. Se le ct th e  
ite m  "Add Apple t to Pane l" and from  th e  sub-m e nu se le ct th e  apple t to place  on th e  Pane l. For e xam ple , to place  th e  
"dictionary" apple t on th e  Pane l, se le ct:



Add Apple t to Pane l -->  Dictionary

To pre ve nt accide ntal re m oval of an apple t, you can 
lock  th e  Pane l by righ t-click ing on it and se le cting 
"Lock  Pane ls".

Re m oving an Applet from  th e  Panel

To re m ove  an apple t, righ t-click  on th e  apple t icon and 
se le ct th e  "Re m ove  <application>  Button" option. If th e  
apple t is lock e d, you w ill h ave  to unlock  it first by righ t-
click ing on th e  icon and se le cting "Unlock ".

Configuring th e  Panel

To ch ange  th e  prope rtie s of th e  Pane l, 
righ t-click  on th e  Pane l and se le ct 
"Configure  Pane l".

From  th e  Arrange m e nt prope rtie s tab 
you can ch ange  th e  position, le ngth , 
and size  of th e  Pane l.

From  th e  H iding prope rtie s tab, you 
can h ide  and (un)h ide  th e  Pane l, as 
w e ll as ch ange  h ow  oth e r w indow s 
inte ract w ith  it.

From  th e  Me nus prope rtie s tab, you 
can ch ange  h ow  th e  Main Me nu 
displays its e ntrie s .

From  th e  Appe arance  prope rtie s tab, 
you can ch ange  th e  color of th e  Pane l 
as w e ll as its visual appe arance .

Add Apple t

Configure  Pane l



From  th e  Task bar prope rtie s tab, you can ch ange  h ow  th e  task bar displays running program s in th e  Pane l.

Launch e rs

Launch e rs allow  th e  use r a q uick  w ay to acce ss 
spe cific re source s on th e  syste m .  For e xam ple  if a 
use r ne e ds to acce ss a spe cific file  in one  of th e  
folde rs ofte n, h e  can cre ate  a launch e r to run an 
application to ope n th e  file  and th is launch e r can be  
place d on th e  De sk top. In th is w ay th e  re source  (th e  
file ) can be  acce sse d ve ry q uick ly by just double -
click ing on it.

To cre ate  a launch e r on th e  De sk top, righ t-click  on an 
e m pty are a on th e  De sk top and se le ct th e  ite m  
"Cre ate  Ne w ." From  th e  sub-m e nu, se le ct "Link  to 
Application". Ente r th e  Nam e  and th e  Com m and to 
run (in th e  box se e n be low )  and if you w ant you can 
se le ct an icon for it by click ing on th e  icon button.

You can find m ost of th e  com m ands you ne e d by 
click ing on th e  "Brow se ..." button, use  th e  "up" arrow  
to m ove  up in th e  file  structure  to "/" and double -click  
on "/usr." Once  th at w indow  ope ns you can double -
click  on e ith e r "/bin" or "/sh are " and ch oose  th e  
ne ce ssary com m and in m ost case s.

Exe rcise s

Th e  Fire fox w e b brow se r is a popular w e b brow se r 
application for Linux syste m s. Locate  th e  Fire fox 
application in th e  Main Me nu and place  it on th e  Pane l as w e ll as th e  De sk top. Launch  th e  Fire fox application from :

th e  De sk top
th e  Main Me nu
th e  Pane l

Cre ating a Launch e r



Configure  th e  Pane l so th at it h as th e  follow ing prope rtie s :
a back ground color of solid blue
contains th e  Klippe r and Storage  Me dia (lock e d) apple ts

Cre ate  a launch e r to run th e  te xt e ditor com m and "k ate " on th e  De sk top. Use  an appropriate  icon for th e  te xt e ditor.

Se tting th e  Date  and Tim e

It is im portant th at th e  date  and tim e  are  se t corre ctly in your syste m . Th is w ill m ak e  
it e asie r to m anage  th e  syste m  re source s and file s, and also aid in trouble sh ooting 
any proble m s. To se t th e  date  and tim e , run th e  Date  &  Tim e  application tool from  th e  
Me nu:

Me nu >  
Syste m  >  
Configuration 
>  KDE >  
Syste m  
Adm inistration >  Date  &  Tim e

Alte rnative ly you can righ t-click  on th e  
clock  (tim e ) apple t display on th e  Pane l and 
ch oose  "Adjust Date  &  Tim e ".

A dialog box ask ing for th e  root passw ord 
w ill appe ar if you are  not logge d in as root. 
Th is is be cause  th e  syste m  date  and tim e  
are  im portant syste m  param e te rs and so 
only th e  syste m  adm inistrator, or root, is 
allow e d to do it. Afte r e nte ring th e  corre ct 
root passw ord, you can ch ange  th e  date  
using th e  displaye d cale nde r, and th e  tim e  
in th e  boxe s provide d. Se le ct th e  Tim e  Z one  
tab and ch e ck  to se e  th at th e  tim e zone  
se le cte d is corre ct. If not, corre ct it by 

Righ t Click  Clock  Me nu

Se tting th e  Date  and Tim e



se le cting th e  appropriate  tim e zone  re gion. Usually th e  syste m  use s th e  local tim e , so do not se le ct th e  "Se t date  and 
tim e  autom atically" ch e ck -box.

Click  on th e  Apply button afte r all is done  to e nable  th e  ne w  date  and tim e . You can ch e ck  for th e  ne w  date  and tim e  
by re sting your m ouse  ove r th e  clock  (tim e ) apple t display on th e  Pane l at th e  bottom  of th e  scre e n. If th e  tim e  is 
corre ct, click  on th e  OK button.

You can also ch ange  th e  appe arance  of your clock  by righ t-click ing on th e  clock  (tim e ) apple t display on th e  Pane l 
and ch oose  "Type ." Th is w ill give  you four ch oice s (Digital is th e  de fault), Plain, Analog, and Fuzzy.

Exe rcise s

Practice  se tting th e  date  and tim e .
Practice  ch anging th e  appe arance  of th e  de s k top clock

Once  again w e  h ave  re ach e d th e  e nd of th is installm e nt. I h ope  you are  look ing forw ard to ne xt m onth s ch apte r in 
th is ongoing h ow -to as w e  w ill be  cove ring File  Syste m  structure , pe rm iss ions, and about e ve ryth ing you w ill e ve r 
ne e d to do w ith  file s and folde rs. Yáll com e  back  now , Y h́ e ar!

O ur grate ful appre ciation to MyPCLinuxO S.com  
and D e vne t for m ak ing th is  proje ct poss ible .

... and to Dave  Durk e e  and Eric Novik off of ENKI 
for h osting PCLinuxO S ... TH ANK YOU!

http://www.mypclinuxos.com
http://www.enkiconsulting.net/


Scroogle  and Konque ror 
Inte gration
by Cabs61

've  be e n se arch ing th e  Inte rne t 
for m any ye ars now . Th e  m ost 
annoying aspe cts of using 
corporate  se arch  e ngine s is th e  
barrage  of paid re sults and 

adve rtis ing.

Se ve ral ye ars ago I discove re d a se arch  
e ngine  front-e nd th at re m ove s th e se  
annoyance s and give s m e  w h at I w ant: 
se arch  re sults w ith  no clutte r. You can 
visit th e  w e bsite  by going to 
w w w .scroogle .org. I also dislik e  h aving a 
se arch  bar in m y brow se r th at's only 
forty colum ns w ide .

A q uick  synopsis of e xactly w h at 
Scroogle  is can be  found on th e  
W ik ipe dia w e bsite , but I'll quote  th e  
re le vant portion h e re :

"Scroogle  is  a scre e n-scraping proxy for 
th e  Google  s e arch  e ngine  th at 
circum ve nts Google 's  track ing of us e r 
activity via cook ie s  and/or IP addre s s . Th e  
s ite  also allow s us e rs  to pe rform  Google  
s e arch e s  w ith out re ce iving Google  

 I

http://www.scroogle.org/


adve rtis e m e nts . Scroogle  is  ow ne d and ope rate d by Public Inform ation Re s e arch , Inc., a nonprofit corporation run by 
Danie l Brandt, w h o also ope rate s  th e  Google  W atch  s ite  critical of Google ."

I s h ould also point out th at I pre fe r Konque ror as m y standard w e b brow se r. Th is "h ow -to" is lim ite d to sh ow ing th e  
Konque ror use r h ow  to inte grate  Scroogle  as th e  de fault se arch  e ngine . You w ill be  able  to do w e b se arch e s 
dire ctly from  th e  addre ss bar (and th e n be  fre e  to re m ove  th e  se arch  bar if you w is h ).

First, in th e  Konque ror 
m e nubar, se le ct 
"Se ttings/Configure  
Konque ror" and th e n se le ct 
"W e b Sh ortcuts" on th e  le ft of 
th e  w indow . Enable  th e  "W e b 
sh ortcuts" tick box at th e  top of 
w indow  and th e n se le ct "Ne w " 
on th e  righ t s ide  of th e  w indow .

A ne w  w indow  w ill pop up 
ask ing for som e  inform ation. 
H e re  is a scre e nsh ot of th e  
inform ation th at m ust be  input 
(syntax and le tte r case  m ust be  
e xact).

Th e  se arch  URL: h ttp://w w w .scroogle .org/cgi-bin/nbbw .cgi?Gw =\{ @ }& ie =UTF-8@ oe =UTF-8

Afte r all th e  data is input, se le ct "OK" and th e n "OK" in th e  m ain w indow . At th is point you m ust re start Konque ror.

Afte r re starting, navigate  back  to th e  "W e b Sh ortcuts" dialog box. In th e  list of w e b s h ortcuts, e nable  th e  Scroogle  
tick box. (I've  also de se le cte d all oth e r se arch  e ngine s as I don't re ally ne e d th e m ). Se t th e  "De fault se arch  e ngine " 
se le ction to "Scroogle ". Se le ct "OK" and th e n re start Konque ror to finalize . Double  ch e ck  th at th e  se ttings w e re  
re taine d in th e  "W e b Sh ortcuts" dialog box. If not, re pe at th e  above  ste p.

Now  for th e  payoff. Type  in a se arch  te rm  in th e  addre ss bar, h it e nte r, and you w ill be  tak e n to a place  w ith  
noth ing but re sults. Bliss!

As alw ays, h ave  fun!



Linux in Education

by T. Sandoval, BigBe arO m ah a

Th is  w ork  can and w ill be  us e d in local, pe rsonal and public s ituations for th e  purpos e  of e ducating us e rs , volunte e rs  
and com m unity partne rs  involve d w ith  FBK, Fre e dom  By Know le dge  Linux com pute r com m unity proje ct. W ith  th is  
note d e xce ption, it is  subje ct to th e  sam e  lice ns ing as th e  re st of th e  conte nt in PCLinuxO S Magazine .

inux in th e  e ducation syste m  is som e th ing th at h as re ce ive d q uite  a bit of m e dia atte ntion in th e  
re ce nt past and is ge tting m ore  atte ntion now .

W h y th ough , is th e re  so m uch  atte ntion on Linux in sch ools? Is it just about m one y? Is it about 
politics? Ye s. Ye s, and m ore . Linux in our sch ools is about m uch  m ore  th an curre nt funding policie s 
or public posturing to appe ar “ope n”.  

Le t's tak e  a ste p back  for a m om e nt sh all w e ? A ste p back  into m y h istory w ith  com pute rs in sch ool. I w e nt to a 
local h igh  sch ool. W h e n I starte d th e re  it h ad a big m ainfram e  com pute r th at fille d a room  about h alf th e  s ize  of a 
standard classroom . Th e re  w as a full size  classroom  ne xt to it, se parate d by a h alf-glass w all th at w as fille d w ith  
“dum b te rm inals” w h ich  w e re  all attach e d to th e  m ainfram e . Th is w as m y introduction to com pute rs. W e  le arne d 
language s lik e  COBOL and Fortran. W e  playe d gam e s and w rote  sm all applications, w h ich  w ould now  be  calle d 
scripts.

W e  w e re  luck y th e  follow ing ye ar. Som e  ge ne rous pe ople  h e lpe d th e  sch ool syste m  acquire , th rough  a public 
program  sponsore d by Apple , m any Apple  II's and IIe 's . W e  w e re  in h e ave n! Som e  Apple  Macs cam e  our w ay th at 
sam e  ye ar so w e  h ad a w h ole  lab of com pute rs, one  of th e  fe w  labs in th e  district. Our w h ole  w orld be cam e  Apple .

As I m ove d into colle ge , a ne w com e r calle d Microsoft W indow s cam e  onto th e  sce ne . It h ad q uie tly e volve d all th e  
w ay up to ve rsion 3.11 -- W indow s for W ork groups -- and w as be com ing all th e  rage . Th e n cam e  W indow s 9 5 and 
Microsoft 'took  off'. Th e y push e d Apple  righ t out of th e  sch ool syste m s by using ge ne rous donations and discounts. 
By th e  tim e  I w as into m y advance d classe s, W indow s 9 8 w as th e  focus and th e  w h ole  com puting w orld only k ne w  
W indow s.
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I only point out th is bit of m y e ducational e xpe rie nce  w ith  com pute rs to m ak e  an e xam ple . By targe te d pre ssure  to 
ge t into sch ools and im pact young pe ople  in a le arning e nvironm e nt, M icrosoft h as be e n able  to “W indow s-ize ” tw o 
ge ne rations of com pute r use rs, from  e arly e ducation th rough  colle ge . Many stude nts h ave  e xpe rie nce d noth ing but 
Microsoft products, and th e ir com pute r use  is ge are d tow ard, and e ntire ly ce nte re d on, M icrosoft W indow s. 
M icrosoft h as  lite rally cre ate d its ow n m ark e t of use rs, w ith  th e  public's unk now ing acquie sce nce .

Linux, w ith  it's gre at stability, grow ing e ase  of use , and pow e rful and far re ach ing fre e dom s in use  and usability, 
h as com e  to a point w h e re  som e one  in th e  com m e rcial m ark e t ne e ds to ste p up and duplicate  th e  “Microsoft” m ove  
into th e  sch ool syste m s. W ith  m any sch ool syste m s on tigh t budge ts, and th e  public e ve r w atch ful of th e  spe nding 
h abits of m any sch ool boards, low e r lice nsing costs and re duce d costs in roll out, along w ith  th e  e xte nde d usable  
life  of th e  h ardw are  use d, re asons not to conside r Linux are  be com ing m ore  difficult to find.

A com pany w ith  th e  funding on th e  scale  of a Nove ll, Re d H at or Ubuntu could pull off th e  sw itch  of a life tim e . By 
using th e  m e dia or spe cial pricing on support and m ate rials (i.e , disc's e tc), a com pany could m ane uve r into th e  
prim e  space  on th e  de s k top of stude nts.

My th ink ing is th at Ubuntu w ould be  be tte r poise d to m ak e  th is h appe n. Th e y h ave  th e  financial back ing of a 
k now n ph ilanth ropist, w h ile  at th e  sam e  tim e  h aving th e  m ost e xpe rie nce  at using th e  m ass m e dia to ge ne rate  
“buzz”. Th e re  are  com m unity and sm all distributions th at h ave  th e  cut and polish  of a com m e rcial distribution, 
th at, w ith  th e  righ t im pe tus and back ing, could fill th e  e ducational nich e  ve ry w e ll. One  such  e xce ptional 
distribution is PCLinuxOS.

Th e  opportunity for Linux to tak e  its turn in th e  sch ools is com ing ve ry q uick ly and it w ould be  such  a 
disappointm e nt and a te rrible  w aste  to m iss it.  Th e  ch ance  to “build” Linux use rs and cre ate  a m ark e t th at w ould 
grow  w ith  Linux is too e xciting to m iss, as w e ll as ne ce ssary, and tak ing th e  big ste p into th e  public e ye  and sch ools 
sh ould be  a priority.

Ne xt installm e nt:  W h at PCLinuxO S and its  com m unity can do for sch ools.

http://www.pclinuxos.com/page.php?1


Updating PCLOS to 2007

by pm bas e h ore

h ile  prow ling th e  forum  re ce ntly, I h ave  notice d th at m any of you h ave  be e n ask ing about updating 
PCLOS to th e  curre nt Te st Re le ase , or e ve n to th e  final. Afte r re ading se ve ral posts by various 
m e m be rs of th e  de ve lopm e nt te am , I be lie ve  it w ise  to consolidate  th e  answ e rs to th is im portant 
q ue stion.

Th at be ing said, le t's ge t starte d, s h all w e ?

PCLinuxOS 0.9 3a

Can you update  0.9 3a to a te st re le ase  or to th e  final? Th e  s h ort answ e r is , “No.”  PCLinuxOS 2007 use s a diffe re nt 
ve rsion of th e  GNU C Com pile r (gcc) and C Library (glibc), w h ich  is incom patible  w ith  th e  k e rne l use d in 0.9 3a. 
Th e  update d C utilitie s force d th e  de ve lopm e nt te am  to de s ign PCLOS 2007 to be  re -installe d, rath e r th an update d.

Anoth e r re late d q ue stion th at h as be e n ask e d is : Ẅ h at w ill h appe n to PCLOS 0.9 3a once  PCLOS 2007 is re le ase d?̈ 
To put it bluntly, 0.9 3a w ill be  unsupporte d. So m any applications re q uire  th e  ne w  C utilitie s th at th e re  w ould be  
fe w  applications th at could run on th e  pre vious ve rsions. According to Sal, “you don't h ave  to ditch  your P.9 3a or 
e arlie r install if you don't w ant to, it is just now  static.” 
 h ttp://w w w .pclinuxos.com /forum /inde x.ph p?topic=1469 5.m sg11649 3# m sg11649 3

PCLinuxOS Te st Rele ase s

Th e re  are  tw o q ue stions about updating a te st re le ase : Can I update  to a future  te st re le ase ? And, Can I update  to 
th e  final?

W

 http://www.pclinuxos.com/forum/index.php?topic=14695.msg116493#msg116493


Te st Rele ase  to Te st Rele ase

Updating from  te st re le ase  to te st re le ase  s h ould be  possible , but is not re com m e nde d by th e  de ve lopm e nt te am . 
Each  te st re le ase  of PCLOS 2007 is inte nde d to de te ct and fix bugs; it is not ye t re ady for production use . Th is 
m e ans th at e ve n if you could update , say, Te st Re le ase  2 to Te st Re le ase  3, any bug re port you w ould give  to th e  
de ve lopm e nt te am  w ould be  w orth le ss be cause  no one  w ould be  sure  if th e  bug cam e  from  TR3 or if it w as a 
product of th e  update .

Te st Rele ase  to Final

Again, it s h ould be  possible  to update  from  a te st re le ase  to th e  final, h ow e ve r, it is not re com m e nde d. As state d 
be fore , e ach  te st re le ase  is inte nde d for bug fixing, w h ile  PCLOS 2007 Final w ill be  stable . Any update s m ade  from  
a te st re le ase  m ay k e e p som e  bugs in th e  syste m . For th e  m ost stable , se cure  Linux syste m , a fre s h  re install of 
PCLOS 2007 Final is th e  be st w ay to go.

H ow  to Re install

Pre vious to th e  re le ase  of 2007 RC1 th e  status q uo h as alw ays be e n to re install th e  ope rating syste m  file s and le ave  
your h om e  partition alone . Th is is NOT re com m e nde d w h e n re installing from  PCLOS .9 3a to a te st re le ase , or a te st 
re le ase  to th e  final re le ase , due  to th e  nature  of th e  file s k e pt in th e  h om e  dire ctory.

Eve ry program  th at h as spe cific se ttings k e e ps a folde r in th e  use r's h om e  dire ctory th at store s th e se  se ttings. 
Th e se  folde rs are  h idde n to re duce  unw ante d e dits th at m ay bre ak  th e  syste m . Since  m ost applications w ill be  
using th e  ne w  C utilitie s , th e y m ay be  incom patible  w ith  configuration file s le ft by th e ir pre de ce ssors. If th e  h om e  
dire ctory is k e pt for PCLOS 2007, th e se  applications (including KDE or GNOME) m ay not load at all! Se e  th is 
forum  post: h ttp://w w w .pclinuxos.com /forum /inde x.ph p?topic=1469 5.m sg11649 7# m sg11649 7

Th e  be st advice  is to back up only th e  file s you ne e d. Th e se  file s could include  contacts, e m ail, cale ndar, book m ark s, 
th e m e s (KDE, KDM, Supe rKaram ba, e tc), and a list of e xte nsions to dow nload for Fire fox. 
h ttp://w w w .pclinuxos.com /forum /inde x.ph p?topic=1469 5.m sg116827# m sg116827

Bottom  Line

So, w h at's th e  bottom  line ? Don't update . Eve n th ough  updating m igh t w ork , it is still a bad ide a. Back  up all your 
im portant file s and re install w h e n 2007 Final is re le ase d. Your com pute r w ill th ank  you, I prom ise .

http://www.pclinuxos.com/forum/index.php?topic=14695.msg116497#msg116497
http://www.pclinuxos.com/forum/index.php?topic=14695.msg116827#msg116827


Se t up DVD-RAM  in 
PCLinuxOS
by Clare Oldie

n m y pre vious article , I de scribe d h ow  to se t up pack e t w riting in PCLinuxOS. Th is allow e d m e  to use  CD-
RW  m e dia w ith  a UDF file  syste m  for true  Re ad/W rite  functions.

Flush e d w ith  succe ss, I be gan to w onde r about DVD-RAM. I h ad purch ase d an e xte rnal drive  w h ich  w as 
RAM-com patible  and also Ligh tScribe  com patible , but th at is for anoth e r day. A couple  of w e e k s ago I 

purch ase d th re e  DVD-RAM m e dia for te sting. Today I actually got around to trying th is out.

I w as ve ry discourage d w h e n I put th e  RAM m e dia in th e  drive  – noth ing, absolute ly noth ing! I spe nt conside rable  
tim e  trying to figure  out w h at I w as doing w rong and w h at w as re q uire d.

O h  h ow  s im ple  it all w as! Th e  follow ing is an account of w h at I did, pre ce de d by a sm all bit of ge ne ral inform ation.

A DVD-RAM m e dia can be  re garde d just lik e  a re m ovable  H DD. W h e n you ge t th e  m e dia it is blank , so you ne e d to 
Form at it be fore  use . It appe ars th at Linux w ill use  a DVD-RAM form atte d in any of its k now n form ats. So w h ich  to 
ch ose ? I h ad de cide d against FAT, h ad use d UDF on th e  Pack e t-W riting proje ct, so I de cide d to form at th e  m e dia 
just as I w ould a H DD – as e xt2fs.

Th e  ne xt part cause d m e  som e  stre ss. I w as doing th is on m y m ain com pute r, still running .9 3, and could not afford 
to lose  e ith e r th e  OS or m y data. I could h ave  (and probably sh ould h ave ) m ove d th e  e xte rnal drive  to m y te st 
m ach ine  running 2007 TR3. I didn't both e r, but I w ouldn't re com m e nd th at to oth e rs. I ch e ck e d th e  e ntrie s in 
/e tc/fstab to m ak e  sure  I use d th e  corre ct de vice . I ce rtainly didn't w ant to form at m y H DD!

Once  I h ad th e  re q uire d inform ation, and h ad double  ch e ck e d it, th e  re st w as s im plicity itse lf.  My fstab file  look e d 
lik e  th is :-

none /proc proc defaults 0 0
none /proc/bus/usb usbfs defaults 0 0

 I



none /dev/pts devpts mode=0620 0 0
/dev/sda5 / ext3 defaults 1 1
/dev/sda6 /home ext3 defaults 1 2
/dev/sda7 /mnt/music ext3 users,rw,auto,exec 0 0
/dev/sda2 swap swap defaults 0 0
/dev/sr0 /mnt/cdrom auto users,exec,noauto 0 0
/dev/hda /mnt/cdrom1 auto users,exec,noauto,utf8,iocharset=iso8859-15 0 0
/dev/pktcdvd/0 /media/packetcd0 udf noauto,rw,users 0 0

De vice  h da is an inte rnal DVD drive  w h ich  is not RAM-capable . De vice  /de v/sr0 is m y e xte rnal RAM-capable  drive  
and th e  e ntry /de v/pk tcdvd/0 is th e  e ntry for th e  pack e t w riting re fe rre d to above . So th e  de vice  to use  w as /de v/sr0.

Ne xt I ope ne d a te rm inal and use d su to ge t to root. From  th e re , I type d in th e  form at com m and and th e  de vice  th at 
w as to be  form atte d. Be lie ve  m e , I ch e ck e d th is a couple  of tim e s be fore  I h it th e  'e nte r' k e y. Th e  follow ing is th e  
output from  th e  te rm inal:-

[root@localhost:user] mke2fs -b 2048 /dev/sr0
mke2fs 1.39 (29-May-2006)
/dev/sr0 is entire device, not just one partition!
Proceed anyway? (y,n) y
Filesystem label=
OS type: Linux
Block size=2048 (log=1)
Fragment size=2048 (log=1)
561152 inodes, 2236704 blocks
111835 blocks (5.00%) reserved for the super user
First data block=0
Maximum filesystem blocks=540016640
137 block groups
16384 blocks per group, 16384 fragments per group
4096 inodes per group
Superblock backups stored on blocks:
        16384, 49152, 81920, 114688, 147456, 409600, 442368, 802816, 1327104, 2048000



Writing inode tables: done
Writing superblocks and filesystem accounting information: done

This filesystem will be automatically checked every 32 mounts or
180 days, whichever comes first.  Use tune2fs -c or -i to override.
[root@localhost:user]

Th e  first line  is th e  com m and I e nte re d and th e  se cond line  te lls m e  w h at ve rsion of th e  form at (m ak e  file  syste m ) 
com m and PCLinuxOS is using. As I h ad spe cifie d th e  com ple te  m e dia (about 4.3 GB) th e  program m e  ask e d if I 
w is h e d to form at it com ple te ly (and not partition it). I said ye s. Afte r th at it just re porte d back  as it progre sse d, 
until it finis h e d and gave  m e  th e  root prom pt again. I e xite d th e  te rm inal, but couldn't se e  h ow  to use  th e  m e dia. All 
it took  w as to e je ct it and re inse rt th e  m e dia. It autom atically m ounte d w h e n inse rte d and I got th e  usual pop-up 
ask ing if I w ould lik e  to Ope n th e  de vice . I did and it w as e m pty e xce pt for th e  usual Lost &  Found dire ctory. I h ad a 
ne w  4.3 GB drive  in m y m ach ine !

As I h ad cre ate d/form atte d th e  drive  as root, it of course  h ad root only acce ss and I found I could not save  to it as 
use r. I ch ose  to ch ange  pe rm iss ions using th e  GUI, so I sw itch e d use r to root, and h aving logge d in, I navigate d to 
/m nt/cdrom  and ch ange d th e  pe rm iss ions. I th e n unm ounte d th e  drive  be fore  sw itch ing back  to m y use r account. 
Th e  unm ounting of th e  drive  is e xtre m e ly im portant, as th e  drive  is only w ritte n to as Linux de cide s, not 
im m e diate ly w h e n you issue  a com m and. W h e n I got back  to m y use r account I w as able  to use  th e  drive  just as I 
w ould a norm al partition on m y H DD. I can m ove  file s to th e  drive  just by dropping th e m  onto th e  de s k top icon. So 
far all is ope rating ve ry w e ll.

W h ile  re se arch ing th is proje ct I saw  a w arning to th e  e ffe ct th at th e  drive  s h ould be  prope rly unm ounte d be fore  
s h utting dow n. Th is probably h as to do w ith  e nsuring th at all w rite s to th e  drive  are  com ple te d be fore  s h utdow n.
I also saw  a re fe re nce  th at th e  DVD-RAM m e dia sh ould be  bootable . I h ave n't ye t trie d th is , but it sh ould be  fun to 
try. 

Also it m ay be  m ore  be ne ficial to form at th e  m e dia as UDF. Th is file  syste m , I be lie ve , w ill try to use  th e  w h ole  are a 
of th e  m e dia e q ually and not conce ntrate  its w riting in one  are a, th us lim iting th e  life  of th e  m e dia. Th e  DVD-RAM 
m e dia can sustain m any m ore  w rite s th an a DVD-RW  m e dia and so are  m ore  suitable  for daily use .

Th at's it folk s. I h ave n't h ad m uch  tim e  to play w ith  th is but it se e m s to be  ve ry succe ssful. Th e  only ne gative  I 
k now  about is th e  cost of th e  m e dia. Th e y are  q uite  a bit de are r th an DVD-RW  w h ich  can be  use d for Pack e t W riting.

I h ad fun doing th is and w is h  you all th e  be st, if you sh ould try it for yourse lve s.



Dave 's Lam e nt

by Exw inte ch

h e  sun se ts ove r Re dm ond, and e ve ning sh adow s grow ,
Ste ve  and Bill are  m using, th at Vista sale s are  low .
"W indow s sold lik e  be e r be fore  - th e re 's one  in e ve ry h ouse ,
But Vista's all-th rough  DRM-ing - e ve n for th e  m ouse ,
H as m ade  th e  se lling slack e n, do say it isn't so..."

Se ve n ye ars of de vving, code  fifty m illion line s,
Sh ould be  pre tty good, for paying-off th e  fine s,
So Vista sh ould be  se lling - to all th e  folk s around,
W h y care  about th e  DRM-ing - e ve n on th e  sound?
Still W indow s as it e ve r w as, stable  and sublim e .

But th ose  at h om e  w on't w e ar it, th e ir XP's going w e ll,
At le ast as th e y can grok  it, as th e y can't re ally te ll,
Th e ir h ardw are 's not for Vista - th e  Te ste r told th e m  so,
Th e y can't afford th e  righ t stuff - to m ak e  a Vista go,
And th e  pre tty stuff from  Apple , w on't m ak e  Vista se ll.

Sunse t fade s to nigh tfall, w ith  spirits burning low ,
Ste vo sigh s and w onde rs, w h at w ay now  to go?
Bill crack s anoth e r bottle  - Scotch  of Labe l Black ,
Ponde ring on th e  puzzle  - of tak ing up th e  slack .
As Vista isn't W indow s, th e  sort w e  use d to k now .

Te n m illion line s of DRM-ing, te n m illion m ore  for sh ow ,
And tw e nty m ill th e y're  h iding, te n m ill to m ak e  it go,
Th e re  m igh t h ave  be e n a tim e  - for sure  it isn't now ,
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For DRM'd arch aic syste m s - to tak e  a sw e e ping bow .
For Vista's not a vision, it's now  a tale  of w oe .

Th e  clock  is close  to m idnigh t, th e  nigh t is draw ing in,
Th e  Billionaire s k e e p drink ing, th e ir vis ion grow ing dim ,
"Ge tting it so badly w rong - h ow  did w e  m anage  th at?
W e  ne ve r m iss a nasty trick  - h ow  could it fall so flat?"
W h at th e y m isse d w as Use rs, just tosse d th e m  in th e  bin.

Th re e -q uarte rs of a Billion, not counting W indow s crack s,
Alre ady som e  are  le aving, and w on't be  going back ,
M idnigh t now  and bottle  dow n - th e  s h adow s se e m  to grow ,
Odd th ings se e n in passing - th at th e y don't w ant to k now ,
For in th e  corne r sm iling, is a Pe nguin dre sse d in black .

Th e  PCLinuxOS H ardw are  Database

http://www.tuxmachines.org/
http://www.distrowatch.com/
http://www.lortal.org
http://www.pclinuxoshwdb.com/


Saving Flash  Anim ations

by Tim  Robinson

t is possible  to capture  Flash  anim ations from  a W e b page  and save  th e m  to a local h ard drive  for 
playback  late r. H e re  are  th re e  s im ple  m e th ods.

Me th od One :

If you w is h  to save  th e  .sw f file s, th e y can be  found in your brow se r's cach e  afte r you visit a s ite  th at use d th e m .

1.To save  tim e  late r, cle ar th e  brow se r's cach e  first.

2.Ne xt, visit th e  s ite  w ith  th e  Flash  anim ation and play it.

3.Now  ope n H om e  in a file  m anage r and sh ow  h idde n file s. In th at folde r th e re  s h ould be  a h idde n folde r for your 
brow se r, Fire fox, Konque ror or Ope ra. In th at folde r sh ould be  th e  .sw f file  you w is h  to save .

4.Righ t click  it and se le ct copy.

5.Navigate  to th e  location w h e re  you w is h  to save  th e  file , righ t click  an ope n are a and se le ct paste .

Me th od Tw o:

1. Saving Flash  file s from  Fire fox

2. Click  Tools - Page  Info

3. Click  th e  Me dia Tab on th e  Page  Info W indow s

4. Th e  m e dia tab h as a com ple te  list (w ith  pre vie w ) of Im age s, CSS File s and Sh ock w ave  Flash  file s th at w e re  

 I



dow nloade d by th e  Fire fox brow se r w h ile  re nde ring (loading) th e  page .

5. Scroll dow n th e  list and locate  th e  .sw f file .

6. Click  th e  "Save  As" button. Se le ct som e  dire ctory on your h ard drive  and save  th e  file  (No ne e d for a th ird-party 
plug-in).

Th ird Me th od:

Install th e  Fast Vide o Plugin for Fire fox. </link > h ttps://addons.m ozilla.org/e n-US/fire fox/addon/359 0</link >  and 
play th e  flv file  (from  w w w .youtube .com ), for e xam ple , w ith  m playe r.

Th is e xce rpt is tak e n from  th e  link e d page :

Fast Vide o Dow nload can save  e m be dde d vide o file s from  th e  follow ing vide o-h osting se rve rs:

Angry Alie n, Anim e  Episode s, Anim e  Fore ve r, Bad Jojo, Blip.TV, Bo-Funk , Bolt, Bre ak .com , Bubblare .dk , 
Colle ge H um or.com , Curre nt.TV, Daily Motion, Dane rd.com , e Vide o Sh are , Google  Vide o, Grinvi, iFilm , Libe ro.IT 
Vide o, H I5 (Vide oEgg), My Space , Me taCafe , Ne w s.NTV.ru, PornoTube , Put File , Stre e tfire , Totally Crap, You Tube , 
V-Social and Vidiac.

Just in ONE click  on th e  status-bar or custom  toolbar icon, FVD im m e diate ly ope ns th e  re gular & q uot;Save  
As& q uot; dialog w ith  alre ady place d vide o title  and e xte nsion.

FVD supports additional vide o form ats at Vide o, Bre ak .com , Blip.TV. You can ch oose  de s ire d form at via Pre fe re nce s.

FVD is able  to pick  any m ultim e dia link s from  e m be dde d obje cts on ordinary page s.

If th e re 's only single  link , standard dialog ope n im m e diate ly. Oth e rw ise , link s are  liste d in pop-up w indow .

Proce ss ing of e m be dde d YouTube  vide o obje cts: Spe cial dow nload link  w ill appe ar unde r e ve ry e m be dde d YouTube  
Flash -Playe r poste d on com m on page s such  as blogs and w e b-boards.

At last, FVD supports Dow nTh e m All and Flash Got: You can turn on inte raction w ith  your de s ire d dow nload 
m anage r in Pre fe re nce s.



Using Se ttings from  a 
Previous Linux Install
from  th e  PCLinuxO S W ik i

h e n you install PCLinuxO S you m ay be  re placing a pre vious installation of anoth e r ve rs ion of Linux. 
You m ay h ave  de cide d to k e e p your old /h om e /yournam e  folde r and all its conte nts . Th is  w ill contain 
a lot of your pe rsonal data. H ow e ve r, it w ill also contain a num be r of s e ttings th at w e re  m ade  by th e  
oth e r distro, and som e  of th os e  s e ttings m ay pre ve nt your s h iny ne w  PCLinuxO S installation from  
running prope rly.

Most of your pe rsonal file s are  vis ible  file s . W h e n you click  on th e  H om e  icon, th e y are  liste d. H ow e ve r, file nam e s  
w ith  a dot at th e  be ginning are  h idde n file s . W e ll, th e y are  not th at w e ll h idde n. All you h ave  to do is , in th e  m e nus at 
th e  top of th e  scre e n, click  "Vie w " th e n "Sh ow  H idde n File s". Now  you can s e e  th e m  in all th e ir glory. Th e s e  file s  store  
s e ttings , and are  m ade  "be h ind your back " by oth e r program s . Som e  of th e s e  file s  and folde rs  m ay pre ve nt ce rtain 
th ings from  w ork ing if th e y w e re  cre ate d by an olde r Linux installation.

O ne  w ay to de al w ith  th is  is  as  follow s: Th e  first tim e  you boot into KDE, as us e r, you cre ate  a folde r in your 
/h om e /yournam e  folde r calle d "old". Th e n m ove  all your "dotfolde rs" and "dotfile s" (as w e  call th e m ) into it. Th is  is  
be tte r th an de le ting th e m , be caus e  you m ay w is h  to re store  som e  of th e  s e ttings . If you th e n log out, th e n back  into 
KDE, you w ill s e e  th e  de fault s e tup. You w ill notice  th at any KMail/Th unde rbird s e ttings you h ad h ave  vanis h e d. All 
your cook ie s  h ave  disappe are d. Your Book m ark s  in both  Konq ue ror and Fire fox h ave  gone . W e ll don't w orry, th e  
purpos e  of th is  page  is  to ge t th e m  back  for you.

(Eve n if you don't us e  Fire fox / Th unde rbird, re ad th at s e ction for th e  s im ple st drag and drop m e th od of doing th is)

Th unde rbird and Fire fox

Th e s e  are  re lative ly e asy. You just h ave  to re place  any ne w  .m ozilla (and NOT .fire fox) and .th unde rbird folde rs  w ith  
th e  old one s  you store d e arlie r. Be tte r still, if you do th is  be fore  you e ve r run th e m . If you run "H om e " to fe tch  up 
your Konq ue ror File  Manage r, you can click  from  th e  top m e nus W indow  >  Split Le ft/Righ t and ge t a dual pane . If you 
th e n click  on th e  "old" folde r in one  of th e m , you can just drag-n-drop th e  folde rs  back  into your h om e  folde r. If a ne w  
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folde r h ad be e n cre ate d, de le te  it first.

Konque ror

It is  q uite  e asy to re cove r th e  follow ing: Book m ark s , Profile s , and H istory. Th e y are  all store d h e re :

/h om e /yournam e /.k de /s h are /apps/k onq ue ror/

To re cove r your cook ie s , you ne e d to copy ove r th e  follow ing:

/h om e /yournam e /.k de /s h are /config/k cook ie jarrc
/h om e /yournam e /.k de /s h are /apps/k cook ie jar

KMail

KMail is  part of Kontact, th e  KDE PIM (Pe rsonal Inform ation Manage r) but can be  run on its  ow n. It can be  a re al 
nuisance  to type  in all your KMail s e ttings from  scratch , including passw ords , m uch  be tte r if you can copy th e  s e tup 
file s  ove r.

W e ll th e y live  in th e  follow ing place s :

/h om e /yournam e /.k de /s h are /apps/k m ail
/h om e /yournam e /.k de /s h are /config/k m ailrc
/h om e /yournam e /.Mail
/h om e /yournam e /.k de /s h are /config/e m ailide ntitie s
/h om e /yournam e /.k de /s h are /config/e m ailde faults

KAddre ss Book

Th is  is  also part of Kontact, and live s  on th e  "Contacts" tab! Th e  addre s s  book s  are  store d at:

/h om e /yournam e /.k de /s h are /apps/k abc



Ope nOffice

Curre ntly, O pe nO ffice  s e ttings are  store d at:

/h om e /yournam e /.ope noffice .org2

Provide d you are  us ing th e  sam e  ve rs ion, I can s e e  no h arm  in m oving th is  one  across . Re jigging m e nus in 
O pe nO ffice  can be  tim e  consum ing so give  th at one  a go.

W h y Both e r W ith  Som e?

Som e  dotfile s and dotfolde rs  re late  m e re ly to last scre e n pos ition, or contain trivial data and w ill be  re built ne xt tim e  
you run th e  program . W h y both e r pre s e rving th e m  and run th e  ris k  of one  of th e m  m e s s ing up your syste m ?

Th e se  one s m ust go!

Th e re  are  som e  folde rs  th at ge t le ft ove r from  oth e r installs w h ich  are  noth ing but trouble . Th e  one  th at crops up 
tim e  and again is :

/h om e /yournam e /.config

Th is  inte rfe re s  w ith  th e  PCLOS m e nuing syste m . I found th at I h ad one  of th e s e  folde rs  le ft ove r from  Mandriva. As a 
re sult, PCLOS ins iste d on displaying Mandriva m e nus! Som e  e ntrie s  w e re  for program s th at w e re  not th e re , and som e  
program s th at w e re  th e re  did not appe ar on th e  m e nu. No m atte r h ow  ofte n I e dite d th e  m e nu, it ne ve r ch ange d. I 
don't k now  w h at m ove d m e  to de le te  th is  folde r, but as soon as I did, it w ork e d!!!

File  Pe rm issions

Th is  one  can be  trick y. By de fault, w h e n you cre ate  a ne w  us e r, your us e r is  as s igne d an id and a de fault group. In 
PCLinuxO S, th e  us e rid de faults to 500, 501, 502, e tc. Som e  oth e r Linux distributions de fault to 1000,1001,1002, e tc. 
If you find th at you are  lock e d out of your ow n file s , m ak e  sure  your ne w  us e rid m atch e s  th e  old one . Th e  e as ie st 
w ay in Konq ue ror; righ t click  on a file  or folde r th at you are  lock e d out of and s e le ct prope rtie s  >  pe rm is s ions tab. If 
th e  us e r is  a num be r, th e n it doe s  not m atch  your ne w  PCLinux us e rid. Now  you h ave  a ch oice . 1) us ing a root login 
or Supe rus e r, you can ch ange  all th e  pe rm is s ions of e xisting file s  to your ne w  account. or 2) You can logout and th e n 
login as root, th e n de le te  your e xisting account (don't de le te  th e  h om e  dire ctory) and re cre ate  your login us ing th e  



sam e  us e rid num be r th at your old installation us e d.

Anoth e r th ing th at m ay be  diffe re nt is  your group. By de fault, PCLinux cre ate s  a group w ith  th e  sam e  nam e  as your 
us e rnam e  and s e ts  it as your de fault. So w h e ne ve r us e r1 cre ate s  a file , it w ill be  ow ne d by us e r1:us e r1 
(us e rnam e :groupnam e ); m any oth e r Linux distributions de fault to us e r1:us e rs . Now  th is  probably w on't be  a proble m  
if you are  th e  only one  w h o w ork s  on your com pute r, but, if you s h are  a folde r or ne tw ork  drive , oth e r pe ople  m ay 
find th at th e y sudde nly can't e dit your file s  anym ore . If you w ant to ch ange  th is  you h ave  th re e  options : 1) ch ange  
your de fault group to us e rs  or anoth e r group th at oth e r us e rs  can be  a m e m be r of. 2) Add th e  oth e r us e rs  to your 
de fault group. 3) Afte r you cre ate  any ne w  file  you w ant oth e rs  to be  able  to e dit, ch ange  th e  ow ne rs h ip to th e  
s h are d group. O ptions 1 &  2 m ay introduce  som e  ins e curitie s , w h ile  option 3 re q uire s  som e  e xtra e ffort on your part 
on an ongoing bas is .



Re ade r's W rite  Back

CLinuxOS Magazine  h as re ce ive d a num be r of Le tte rs to th e  Editor from  our re ade rs. Starting th is 
m onth , w e  w ill publish  th e m  h e re  along w ith  our answ e rs to your q ue stions. Ple ase  k e e p in m ind, 
th ough , th at th is is not a substitute  for th e  m ain PCLinuxOS H e lp Forum s. Note  th at som e  le tte rs h ave  
be e n e dite d for spe lling, gram m ar, and re adability. Exce pt as note d, all re sponse s are  from  Tim  
Robinson, Editor in Ch ie f, PCLinuxOS Magazine .

De ar PCLOS Magazine :

I vis ite d a Solaris s ite  th e  oth e r day and saw  th at th e y h ad a ve ry inte nsive  listing of profe ss ional softw are  suite s 
for th e ir ope rating syste m . Eve ryth ing from  Inve ntory control, Finance s, data base s, Point of Sale  to w h at h ave  you 
w as liste d. I don't se e  anyth ing lik e  th is for Linux. Pe rh aps you could k ill tw o birds w ith  one  stone . H ave  a softw are  
se ction for PClinuxOS th at is actually paid adve rtis ing. Ple ase  k e e p it h one st and k e e p it to Linux th ough . Maybe  a 
bit lik e  th e  adve rtis ing se ction in th e  old H obby m agazine s. Pe rh aps a com m e rcial softw are  com pany w ould lik e  to 
te st th e  Linux w ate rs and le t pe ople  k now  th e y h ave  softw are  available . - Dick  C.

PCLOS Magazine  is  curre ntly de ve loping a bus ine s s  plan th at w ill allow  us to acce pt adve rtis ing of both  softw are  and 
h ardw are , as  w e ll as from  Value -Adde d Re taile rs . All re ve nue s  ge ne rate d th e re by w ill be  s e nt dire ctly to Te xstar to 
aid in th e  ongoing de ve lopm e nt of PCLOS. Th e  m agazine  w ould w e lcom e  anyone  w is h ing to tak e  ove r m anage m e nt 
and de ve lopm e nt of th is  tas k . Em ail us if inte re ste d.

De ar PCLOS Magazine :

I am  ne w  to Linux. I h ave  just installe d PCLinuxOS on a 'w orn out' W indow s com pute r from  m y com pany, and I am  
am aze d h ow  e asy th e  installation w as and h ow  e asy I could find th ings and se tup as an old W indow s use r. I w ould 
lik e  to se e  an article  about h ow  to install a PPTP VPN softw are  (M icrosoft style ), s ince  th is is w h at w e  use  for 

 P



conne ction from  h om e  com pute rs. Lik e w ise , w e  use  Te rm inal Se rve r/Re m ote  de s k top so som e th ing about a Linux 
ve rsion of th at w ould gre at too. - Eric W .

Th ank s , Eric. W e  are  alw ays look ing for fre s h  topics to addre s s . W e  w ill pass  your re q ue st to our re s e arch e r and s e e  
if h e  can com e  up w ith  som e th ing.

De ar PCLOS Magazine :

I h ave  re ad se ve ral issue s of your m agazine . EVERY issue  h ad article s th at e xplaine d h ow  to do task s th at I h ave  
be e n anxious to try.

Congratulations! You h ave  cre ate d a m agazine  th at h as inte re sting, e asy to unde rstand article s for pe ople  w h o 
e njoy com puting! - D. Nie lse n

Th ank  you D . Nie lse n. From  th e  be ginning, w e  h e re  at PCLinuxO S Magazine  h ave  sough t to provide  article s th at are  
both  inform ative  and inte re sting. O ur com m itm e nt is  to continue  providing th e  be st in h ow -tos , re vie w s , ne w s  and as 
cle arly unde rstandable  article s as is  poss ible . - Me rlin W h ite w olf, Editor

De ar PCLOS Magazine :

I starte d to use  PCLinuxOS a fe w  w e e k s ago and I m ust say it's absolute ly brilliant. It look s gre at and it just w ork s. 
I h ate  W in-doze  XP (w ill not both e r w ith  W indow s XP Se rvice  Pack  3 ak a Vista) and I w ant to spre ad Linux. But as 
I'm  using th e  Te st 3 of PCLinux OS I w ant th e  com ple te , full ve rsion.

Ple ase , le t m e  k now  w h e n th e  final re le ase  w ill be  out. I h ope  its a m atte r of days and not w e e k s th ough !! I don't 
se e  anyth ing about w h at is going on w ith  th e  final re le ase  anyw h e re  on th e  ne t. Th e re  m ust be  ne w  th ings w e  
s h ould k now  about? Ne w  fe ature s e tc., righ t??

Ple ase  don't tak e  th is th e  w rong w ay, but w h y is it tak ing so long??!! Th e re 's Ubuntu 7.04 com ing out, Mandriva, 
Fe dora, Suse  also. All th e  "Big Nam e s" are  all I re ad about on Distrow atch !!

PCLinuxOS 2007 final ve rsion m ust be  re le ase d soon. It look s w ay be tte r th an Ubuntu could e ve r look  lik e , and 
appe arance  IS im portant now adays.

W e ll, gre at job m ak ing th is distro and h ope  to ge t th e  final ve rsion re ally, re ally, soon!!! - Sam  P.



De ar Sam  P.,

Th e  de ve lopm e nt te am  is  h ard at w ork  in pre parations for th e  final re le as e  of PCLinuxO S 2007. Th e y are  com m itte d 
to providing us w ith  as  stable  and usable  an ope rating syste m  as it is  be autiful; th e y do not publis h  a tim e table  of 
re le as e s  for th is  ve ry re ason. Re le as e s  are  m ade  only w h e n th e y are  re ady. Th e  de ve lopm e nt te am  w ill re le as e  2007 
final w h e n its  stability and usability m e e ts  th e ir h igh  standards .

W e , th e  us e rs  of th is  O S are  luck y to e njoy th e  be ne fits  of such  de dicate d de ve lope rs  as Te xstar and Th e  Rippe r 
Gang. W e  re ap th e  be ne fits  of th e ir e xte ns ive  w ork  on de ve loping and te sting. O ur patie nce  aw aiting th e  re le as e  w ill 
be  re w arde d w ith  th e  be st th at can be  de ve lope d. - Me rlin W h ite w olf, Editor

De ar PCLOS Magazine :

I e njoye d re ading your March  2007 issue . I h ave  be e n using Linux for about 3 ye ars and I h ave  found th at PCLOS is 
by far th e  m ost com ple te  "out-of-th e -box" distribution out th e re . I love  h ow  e asy it is to install and use .

My q ue stion is re garding cluste ring w ith  PCLOS. H ave  you conside re d cre ating tools sim ilar to OSCAR for Re d H at 
clone s, th at m ak e  it e asie r to cre ate  an H PC cluste r running PCLOS?

Th ank s and k e e p up th e  good w ork . - Be n A.

De ar Be n. If you h ave  not alre ady joine d th e  m ain PCLinuxO S H e lp Forum s, you s h ould do so. O nce  re giste re d, you 
m ay post th e re  for h e lp w ith  proble m s , and afte r you h ave  m ade  te n posts , you w ill h ave  acce s s  to th e  Softw are  
re q ue st forum . You s h ould post your softw are  re q ue st th e re . Te x and th e  Rippe rs  re ad th at s e ction re gularly, and 
afte r th e  Final of PCLOS 2007 is  re le as e d, you can e xpe ct q uick  re spons e  to softw are  re q ue sts . Righ t now , w ith  
th ings still be ing de ve lope d prior to Final, th e y m ay not re spond at all. Be  sure  w h e n you post th at re q ue st th at you 
e xplain w h at th e  softw are  doe s , w h o w ill be ne fit from  it, w h e re  th e  softw are  is  available , e tc. A link  to th e  source  
code  w ill incre as e  your ch ance s .

De ar PCLOS Magazine :

First th ough t:

Th e se  are  re ally cool storie s . Ve ry funny and I actually re ad all of th e m  from  th e  be ginning to th e  e nd.



Se cond th ough t:

W h y do you call it PCLinuxOS Magazine ? Th is h as noth ing to to w ith  PCLOS. I w ant to k now  w h at is up and 
running in th e  com m unity. Any e ve nts? W h at is Te xstar doing? W h at is causing th e  de lay of 2007 final? W h at is 
going to be  diffe re nt in PCLOS in th e  future ? Mak e  an inte rvie w  w ith  one  of th e  artists cre w . Th e y are  doing a gre at 
job. Pre se nt a de ve lope r. I m e an th e re  is so m uch  about PCLOS th at is cool and all you can do is inve nt funny 
storie s and ne w bie  h ow tos??

Again, th e  storie s are  good, and som e body h as a re al w riting tale nt th e re . But I w ant info about m y com m unity. Th e  
jok e s I can ge t som e w h e re  e lse . - Ch ristoph e  O.

H e llo Ch ristoph e . Th ank s  for your fe e dback . As PCLinuxO S Magazine  is  a m onth ly publication, it is  im poss ible  to 
include  late  bre ak ing ne w s . W e  starte d e diting and proofre ading article s for th is  is sue  (May 2007) on April 1st, 2007. 
Most of th e  m ate rial h ad be e n colle cte d ove r th e  pre ce ding m onth  or longe r. For th e  sort of inform ation you as k e d 
about, vis it th e  m ain PCLinuxO S s ite  or th e  h e lp Forum s . Th e re  is  ple nty of activity in th e  forum s and im portant 
inform ation ge ts poste d on th e  m ain page  of th e  PCLinuxO S s ite . PCLinuxO S Magazine  is  com pile d by a sm all staff of 
volunte e rs  w h o love  PCLOS. Th is  distro is  inte nde d as a us e r frie ndly, e x-W indow s us e r frie ndly, and ne w bie  frie ndly 
ve rs ion of Linux. Th e  typical PCLOS us e r is  look ing for s im ple  solutions to s im ple  proble m s , or cle ar e xplanations of 
h ow  to us e  bas ic fe ature s  of PCLOS so th e y can accom plis h  th e ir tas k s . Typically, our re ade rs  surf th e  W e b, w rite  
le tte rs  in w ord proce s sors , s e nd/re ad e m ail, and play m ultim e dia on th e ir syste m s . Most are  not inte re ste d in 
ne tw ork ing or oth e r com ple x subje cts . O ccas ionally w e  h andle  such  topics if w e  com e  across  an article  th at 
addre s s e s  it in a s im ple  and cle ar m anne r th at our re ade rs h ip can h andle . As alw ays , w e  w e lcom e  subm is s ions from  
anyone  w h o w is h e s  to w rite  on a topic th e y fe e l strongly about or in w h ich  th e y h ave  particular e xpe rtis e .

De ar PCLOS Magazine :

Me rlin W h ite w olf says m any th ings th at ne e d to be  said, about fre e dom , and softw are , and "fre e  softw are ". But h e  
got th e  ph rase  usage  com ple te ly w rong! Th e  te rm  h as be e n around for a long tim e .

"Fre e  as in Be e r" m e ans e xactly th at. Raise  your h and, and som e one  puts a nice  cold one  in it, no q ue stions ask e d, 
no price  to pay. Much  of Linux, and Fre e /Ope n Softw are  in ge ne ral, is Fre e  as in Be e r. Afte r all, h ow  m uch  can you 
re ally ch arge  w h e n anyone  can dow nload your source  and com pile  it th e m se lve s? And/or give  it aw ay to th e ir 
frie nds?

But th e  im portant th ing is th at Linux and oth e r FOSS is also "Fre e  as in Spe e ch ".  Th is is w h at Me rlin is talk ing 



about in h is article .

Much  softw are  is available  today th at is Fre e  as in Be e r. Eve n W indow s-spe cific softw are . Just do a Google  se arch  
for "Fre e w are ." But Fre e  as in Be e r doe s not m e an Fre e  as in Spe e ch . A lot (m ost?) W indow s fre e w are  is close d-
source . You're  allow e d to dow nload it, and run it, but you can't look  at h ow  it doe s w h at it doe s, or fix som e th ing to 
m ak e  it w ork  be tte r, or anyth ing lik e  th at. W h ile  th e  softw are  is no-cost, you are  also de nie d th e  four fre e dom s of 
Fre e  Softw are .

It's re ally just a nit-pick , but it grate d on m y e ye s to se e  Fre e  as in Be e r be ing de fine d as Fre e  as in Spe e ch . - Padm a

De ar Padm a, did you ch e ck  th e  fre e  be e r w e bs ite ? D id you re s e arch  oth e r source s? I did. W h ile  I do not claim  any 
gre at e xpe rtis e , I stand by w h at I said. Th e  fre e  in "fre e  be e r" is  libe rty. Th e  fre e  in close d source  softw are  is  'w ith out 
m one tary cost'. Th e  tw o are  not th e  sam e  th ing. Th e re  are  ope n source  com panie s  th at ch arge , th ough  th e ir code  is  
ope n. Th at m ak e s  th e m  fre e  (as  in libe rty). Fre e w are  com panie s  h ide  th e ir code , th us  th e y are  not fre e , no m atte r 
th at th e y give  aw ay th e ir softw are . O pe n is  fre e . Close d is  not fre e . Th e  e xch ange  of m one y or lack  th e re of h as  
noth ing to do w ith  it. - Me rlin W h ite w olf, Editor

De ar PCLOS Magazine :

I lik e  PCLOS_2007! I h ave  te ste d m any OS. XP Pro, Ubuntu, Suse  e tc. But, now  it is PCLOS-2007 and in case  I ne e d 
any m ore : XP as se cond ch oice !

I lik e  th at... but I h ave  som e  proble m s w ith  m y h ardw are  se ttings. Naturally, be cause  I`m  in Norw ay and h ave  an 
Ace r Aspire  5101 AW LMi note book  PC... and onboard w e bcam , cardre ade r for SD e tc.

So m y q ue stion: w h e re /h ow  can I ge t drive r for th e se  h ardw are  for Linux?

Any sugge stion? - Ve li O.

Th e  be st sugge stion w e  can offe r is  for you to vis it th e  m ain PCLinuxO S H e lp Forum s and as k  th e re  for h e lp. 

De ar PCLOS Magazine :

I h ave  a fe w  proposals (All in all I lik e  PCLinuxOS)



Your w indow  de coration and such  is not th at nice . I re com m e nd look ing at k ore  on k de -look . Code 2 m ade  th e  be st 
look ing style  I've  se e n ye t (th ough  it's not finis h e d), including w inde co for e m e rald, qtcurve  style  and sh utdow n-
dialog im age  (k onq ui is a bit too ch ildish  for such  a polish e d distro.

Linspire  h as tw o w onde rful tools for th e ir distro, Lph oto and Lsongs (Lph oto.com , Lsongs.com ) unm atch e d by any 
oth e r tools in th at dire ction. W ould be  nice  if th e y could be  adde d.

And last, a ve ry pe rsonal pre fe re nce  as k bfx m e m be r: w e 're  soon re le asing k bfx 4.9 .3. w ould be  nice  if you could 
provide  th at in your re positorie s . You can count on our assistance .

Th at's all.
Good w ork .

PS: w h e n is th e  final ve rsion to com e  out? - Nath anie l G.

De ar Nath anie l, all sugge stions for im proving PCLinuxO S are  of cours e  w e lcom e , but it w ould be  m ore  e ffe ctive  if you 
poste d th e s e  sugge stions on th e  m ain PCLinuxO S H e lp Forum s . W e  h e re  at th e  Magazine  h ave  no dire ct involve m e nt 
in th e  ongoing de ve lopm e nt of PCLinuxO S.

De ar PCLOS Magazine :

W h at a gre at m ag! Exce lle nt w riting, fantastic h um or! Th is is th e  first PC m ag th at I've  re ad th at m ak e s m e  w ant to 
re ad it all th e  w ay th rough , as oppose d to sim ply sk im m ing th e  TOC and using it basically as a re fe re nce  re source .

Ke e p up th e  gre at w ork ! Is th e re  a print ve rsion? - Jim  D.

Th ank s  for th e  k ind w ords , Jim . W e 're  glad you e njoye d th e  m agazine . A m ajor goal h as alw ays be e n to cre ate  
e xactly w h at you said: a m agazine  to be  re ad, not just a re fe re nce . Ye s , th e re  is  a print ve rs ion. Find it h e re : 
h ttp://m ag.m ypclinuxos .com /inde x.ph p?option=com _docm an& tas k =doc_dow nload& gid=36& Ite m id=26

http://mag.mypclinuxos.com/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=36&Itemid=26
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